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                INTRODUCTION
   This documentary depicts the evolution and development of Fort Lewis
   College on its campus located in Durango, Colorado. The period covered
   within this text begins on December 29, 1947 with the things that
   occurred which lead to the decision of the State Board of Agriculture
   to take the Fort Lewis Branch of Colorado A & M College and make it
   into a separate institution from Colorado A & M College in Fort
   Collins, Colorado. At that time the institution became Fort Lewis A &
   M College and was held on the same plain as Colorado A & M College
   under the direction and leadership of the State Board of Agriculture.
   This documentary cover’s the full administrations of the first two
   Presidents of the College and part of the third as the institution
   went through all of the processes of moving the campus from its
   original site south of Hesperus, Colorado into the City of Durango. It
   reflects all of the actions in the expansion of the land holdings, in
   and around the Durango campus, and ends with the State Board of
   Agriculture meeting that was held on December 12, 1973. Additionally,
   the documentary reports situations that were concurrently occurring
   with the Hesperus campus to include mineral leasing, water rights
   issues, farm activity and other items, as well as the relationship
   with Colorado State University in regards to the Experimental Station,
   that is located on the Hesperus campus. This documentary also tracks
   the physical building that occurred on the Durango campus during that
   period. Research for this project highlights the tenacity, energy and
   foresight of each of the Presidents to make possible what has occurred
   to and for Fort Lewis College. It would be fair to state from research
   that Dr. Charles Dale Rea’s foresight about the necessity of getting
   the campus into the City of Durango and with the assistance of many of
   Durango’s leaders of the time was the only reason that the institution
   survived. There were many different attempts to have it closed down
   and yet through all of that the College was able to grow and prosper.
   As the College developed and grew it can be seen how the thoughts,
   ideas and foresight of each of the Presidents influenced where the
   campus is today and what it ultimately has become.
   Joseph P. Perino
   Director, Facilities Planning
   Fort Lewis College
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