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                The Three Green Ladies
   Told by Kate to Martin Maudsley, Bristol Children’s Hospital during
   the Storytelling Festival Feb 2010
   Once upon a time there was a farmer who had three sons. The farmer
   loved the land and looked after it well, and the farm flourished. Once
   a year on mid-summer’s eve he went up to a green hill on the farm
   where three birch trees grew. He would leave a posy of poppy flowers
   at the foot of each tree. Sometimes when he looked back up the hill he
   thought he could see three green ladies dancing around the trees each
   with a poppy in their hair.
   The old farmer asked his three sons to continue the tradition and to
   look after the three trees on the hill. After he died the eldest son
   inherited the land, but he didn’t do as his father had asked – he
   never placed a posy of poppies by the trees. One day he decided to
   build a new barn. He needed timber so went up the hill to chop down
   one of the birch trees. But as he was felling the tree, a sudden gust
   of wind blew and the tree fell right on top of the eldest son –
   killing him.
   The second son then inherited the farm, but he didn’t leave poppies by
   the trees either. One day he wanted to build a new fence and needed
   wood for the stakes. So he climbed the hill and started to chop down
   one of the two remaining trees. Again a sudden gust of wind blew and
   the second son was killed as the tree fell to the ground.
   Finally the youngest son inherited the farm. He loved the land just as
   his father had before him. He remembered to leave a posy of poppies at
   the foot of the last birch tree every year on mid-summer’s eve.
   Sometimes when he looks back up the hill he can see one green lady
   dancing around the tree with a poppy flower in her hair…
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