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                What Are Major Supporting Details?
   Information authors’ write in their paragraphs that help you
   understand the importance of the main idea to the authors purpose for
   writing.
   Supporting details may consist of:
   Examples, Descriptions, Characteristics, Steps, Places, Names, Dates,
   Statistics, Reasons, Results, Other information explaining,
   illustrating, or proving the main idea
   Why is Recognizing Major Supporting Details an Important Skill.
   List four reasons supporting details are important
     1. 
       They help explain the main idea.
     2. 
       Supporting details often lead you to the stated main idea also
       contain important information that can help you formulate the main
       idea when it is implied.
     3. 
       It is useful to identify and understand supporting details because
       they can help you grasp the organization of a paragraph.
     4. 
       Listing the major supporting details on paper after you finish
       reading can help you remember them. Therefore, when you are
       studying, there will be many instances when you will want to list
       supporting details in order to learn and remember them.
   How Do I Find Supporting Details
   To identify supporting details in a paragraph, what question should
   you ask yourself?
   What additional information does the author provide to help me
   understand the main idea completely? Try turning the main idea into a
   question. Major details that tell how something occurs begin with how.
   If the detail explains why begin with why. If the paragraph tells what
   things are, start with what. List some signal words that can introduce
   supporting details. First, second, next, also, and, another,
   Numbers (1,2,3) and letters(a,b,c);
   Information introduced by the phrases “for example” and “to
   illustrate” or “for instance” in addition, and moreover.”
   Not every detail is introduced by a signal word, but many are.
   What if I Mark Supporting Details?
   How can you make supporting details easier to locate in a paragraph
   after you have read the paragraph?
   Numbering the supporting details is helpful for at least three
   reasons.
   List three reasons this is a helpful technique.
   Reason 1: It helps you locate all the details there were in the
   paragraph.
   Reason 2: It helps you remember how many details there were in the
   paragraph.
   Reason 3: It prevents you from over-marking the paragraph by
   underlining or highlighting too much.
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