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   ===============
   Certification and Labelling of Solar Thermal Products
   =====================================================
   Jan Erik Nielsen, Lisbon, March, 2003
   
   The Idea Behind the Solar Keymark
   =================================
   What is the Solar Keymark?
     * 
       The Solar Keymark is the CEN/CENELEC Keymark for solar thermal
       products stating conformity with the European standards for these
       products.
   
     * 
       So if you see the (together with a national certification mark) on
       a solar collector or system you will know that it fulfils the
       European standard valid for collectors/systems.
     * 
       To get the license to put the Keymark on a product, the
       manufacturer shall
     * 
       have the product tested by an accredited test lab
     * 
       operate a quality management system (at ISO 9000 level).
   (Details are given in the Solar Keymark scheme rules)
   The Idea Behind the Solar Keymark
   =================================
   Why European standardisation and certification of solar thermal
   products? Why not just sell the products?
     * 
       Avoid bad quality products leading to bad reputation and
       decreasing/destroyed markets
     * 
       Subsidy schemes / closed markets: Each nation/region has/had it’s
       own requirements for giving subsidy leading to closed markets due
       to the need for several tests and certificates
   The Idea Behind the Solar Keymark
   =================================
   Background
     * 
       Desire from the industry associations: Open market, no need for
       re-testing, same requirements all over Europe, enhanced quality
     * 
       Solution: European standards developed and approved
     * 
       Problems: Standards not harmonised and no CE marking of systems
       and main component (collector)
     * 
       Solution: The Solar Keymark certification scheme based on the
       European standards
     * 
       Problem: Voluntary mark and additional national requirements
       possible
     * 
       Solution: Solar Keymark project participants working for national
       and mutual acceptance of the Solar Keymark as the mark
   The Idea Behind the Solar Keymark
   =================================
   Status
     * 
       Schemerules approved
     * 
       First empowered certification body expected mid-March
     * 
       Most countries accept the Solar Keymark as national certification
       – some minor “add-on’s”. France? Spain? UK?
     * 
       Administration and promotion of the Solar Keymark will be done by
       ESTIF. Financing through projects and fees.
     * 
       Generally costs for the Keymarking is essential to the industry
   Where to find more info: www.solarkeymark.org
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