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                Don Foster: Councils seeing benefits of reducing numbers of empty
   homes
   Published
   27 September 2012
   Bringing thousands of empty homes back into use has unlocked over
   £63million additional funding that is directly benefiting local
   communities through the successful New Homes Bonus scheme, Communities
   Minister Don Foster revealed today.
   In a further move towards greater Government transparency, the figures
   showed which councils have made the biggest reduction in empty homes
   and the New Homes Bonus that they will have received for doing so.
   In total, local authorities have brought nearly 38,000 long-term empty
   homes back into use over the past two years - helping to tackle the
   housing shortage and providing a roof over the heads of hard working
   families across the country.
   The top five local authorities that have seen the biggest reduction in
   empty homes are:
     * 
       Birmingham, which has brought 2,151 empty homes back into use,
       along with
     * 
       Manchester, 2,118 homes
     * 
       Bradford, 1,944 homes
     * 
       Liverpool, 1,855 homes, and
     * 
       Salford, 1,582 homes.
   On the release of the figures, Don Foster said:
   "This information, shown in this way for the first time, lets people
   see how their councils are embracing the New Homes Bonus by examining
   their empty housing stock and turning it back into use.
   "I'm delighted we've had such a positive start and encourage all
   councils to work hard in transforming empty properties, which drag
   down neighbourhoods, and instead turn them into homes fit for
   families.
   "By making councils accountable to their residents, not to Whitehall,
   we are ensuring local tax-payers have the ability to check that money
   is being spent efficiently and decisions taken for the benefit of the
   communities they serve."
   The Government's powerful and innovative New Homes Bonus scheme
   rewards councils who increase their housing stock, either by building
   new homes or converting empty properties back into use, by match
   funding the additional council tax raised, with an additional amount
   for affordable homes, for the following six years.
   This has meant that communities are seeing the benefits of growth for
   the first time - in stark contrast to the previous, top-down system of
   regional housing targets which Ministers argue pitted neighbourhoods
   against developers.
   Notes to Editors
   1. More information on New Homes Bonus can be found here:
   www.communities.gov.uk/housing/housingsupply/newhomesbonus/.
   2. The statistics showing the reduction in the number of empty
   properties and subsequent New Homes Bonus for each local authority can
   be found in the table here:
   www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/xls/2226017.xls
   £1billion to improve council homes set to boost economy
   Published
   28 September 2012
   Housing Minister Mark Prisk today confirmed nearly £1billion to bring
   sub-standard council homes up to scratch - while at the same time
   offering a boost to local businesses up and down the country.
   The Minister said that the funding, to be allocated to 41 councils
   over the next two years - would bring over 86,000 homes up to a decent
   living standard.
   And with reports in some areas that every pound spent on Decent Homes
   improvements creates £1.46 in local spend through orders to tradesmen
   and suppliers in the area, he said the cash would also help kickstart
   the economy, supporting local tradesmen and creating new jobs.
   Today's investment secures the future until the end of this Parliament
   of the Decent Homes Programme, confirming the indicative allocations
   made in 2011. The cash will help councils bring their homes up to a
   decent standard, from fitting new roofs and windows to updating
   kitchens or heating systems.
   Mr Prisk said that this new construction and skilled work would
   provide a shot in the arm for thousands of local businesses and
   tradesmen, supporting the Government's measures to boost British jobs
   and the economy.
   He is also keen to explore bringing forward some of this funding to
   councils to help boost their economies through local investment in
   decent homes. Officials will shortly be in touch with councils to see
   what may be done to achieve this.
   The Minister said that spending money earlier would help boost local
   employment as early as possible, as well as delivering home
   improvements for tenants ahead of schedule.
   Housing Minister Mark Prisk said:
   "By improving this country's council homes we will transform many
   families' lives for the better, bringing their living standards up to
   scratch ensuring that their home is the safe haven it is meant to be.
   "But the benefits of the £1billion I've confirmed today reach far
   beyond tenants themselves and into the local economy. With every pound
   spent on improvements boosting local business, creating new jobs and
   supporting local spending, I want to see councils realising the
   benefits of this cash as soon as possible."
   Notes to editors
   1. Research by Nottingham Trent University has shown that every pound
   spent through Nottingham's Decent Homes Programme created £1.46 spend
   in the local economy. It can be found at:
   www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/news/study-reveals-total-impact-decent-homes-tenants'-lives
   (external link).
   2. The Government is keen to ensure that councils do everything they
   can to boost their economies through local investment with Decent
   Homes funding. Very soon we will be inviting them to talk to the Homes
   and Communities Agency and Greater London Authority about how they
   could spend this cash early.
   3. Almost £1.6billion was allocated in this Spending Review to deal
   with Decent Homes Backlog. Councils were allocated £612million for
   years 2011/12 and 12/13, and this announcement confirms the
   £982.7million indicative allocations for years 2013/14 and 2014/15.
   4. Full details of allocations can be found here:
   www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/sites/default/files/our-work/dhb_allocations.csv
   (external link).
   5. The Greater London Authority will distribute £540million to
   councils in the capital, and Council landlords across the country will
   receive a share of £443million through the Homes and Communities
   Agency.
   Mark Prisk: Handing power back to the people of Milton Keynes
   Published
   2 October 2012
   Milton Keynes residents will be given a much greater say over the
   future development of their town under new proposals published today
   by Housing Minister Mark Prisk.
   Since its designation as a new town in 1967 Milton Keynes has been
   subject to central Government involvement either through the
   establishment of Development Corporations or, more recently, through
   the Milton Keynes Partnership Committee.
   But under new plans published for consultation today, those planning
   functions currently undertaken by the Homes and Communities Agency
   would be transferred to Milton Keynes Council. This would allow Milton
   Keynes Council the opportunity to plan development more strategically
   in their area and also allow local residents a greater say in how that
   land is developed.
   Housing Minister Mark Prisk said:
   "For years, development control of Milton Keynes has been split
   between the locally elected council and a Government agency. Today's
   proposals would shift power back to where it belongs - with the people
   who live in the area.
   "I look forward to hearing how Milton Keynes Council plans to work
   with local people to decide the future development of their town to
   secure its future for years to come."
   Homes and Communities Agency Chief Executive Pat Ritchie said:
   "The Homes and Communities Agency has been working closely with
   colleagues at the Department for Communities and Local Government and
   Milton Keynes Council for many months to facilitate this transfer
   which has now taken a significant step forward.
   "It is a great example of central and local government working
   together to help achieve and deliver local ambition. We will continue
   to work together to finalise the process which will enable Milton
   Keynes Council to fulfil their plans for growth and continue the
   excellent development work that has been carried out here."
   Milton Keynes Chief Executive David Hill said:
   "The 'localisation' of the Homes and Communities Agency's roles and
   responsibilities in Milton Keynes and the transfer of its residual
   land assets to Milton Keynes Council will - for the first time in
   Milton Keynes' history - mean that all the key mechanisms for shaping
   the way in which the city develops are in the hands of locally elected
   representatives.
   "That should give confidence to local residents that plans for future
   growth will be responsive to their views and aspirations. The transfer
   package has been supported by all the political groups on the
   council."
   Notes to editors
   1. A discussion letter on the future of planning functions in Milton
   Keynes, is published today and can be found at:
   www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/hcamiltonkeynestransfer.
   The deadline for responses is Monday 29 October.
   Government pledges £12million to save British heritage icon Ironbridge
   Gorge
   Published
   4 Оctober 2012
   The Government has stepped in to save one of Britain's most famous
   vistas - the world heritage site at Ironbridge Gorge - by committing a
   £12million 'keystone' to conserve and protect it, Communities
   Secretary Eric Pickles announced today.
    Ironbridge Gorge is home to the world's first ever cast iron
   bridge
   Described by writer Charles Hulbert in1837 as "the most extraordinary
   district in the world", Ironbridge Gorge in Telford and Wrekin,
   regarded as the birthplace of the industrial revolution and a symbol
   of Great British ingenuity, is under threat from landslides and
   slippage which could damage and even destroy the historic site and
   tourist industry it supports.
   Funding will go to restoring and protecting Ironbridge Gorge so that
   generations to come can enjoy the landscape and an area that sparked a
   new age of modernity in Britain and across the world.
   The site, which is home to the first ever cast iron bridge, sits
   alongside such marvels of the world as the Taj Mahal, Great Wall of
   China and the Egyptian Pyramids, on list of world heritage sites and
   plays an important role in the local economy. Each year the Ironbridge
   Gorge draws in over half a million tourists from near and far to the
   area and pumps £20million into the economies of Telford and Wrekin and
   the wider Shropshire area.
   Constantly shifting river banks and the weight of stone in the
   abutments squeeze the Bridge, cracking ironwork and buckling the deck.
   The first reports of cracking in the Bridge were made as early as
   1784, and repair and maintenance has become a necessary and regular
   ever since.
   Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said:
   "The picturesque 18th century Ironbridge Gorge stands as a monument to
   modernity and the industrial revolution - a testament to British
   ingenuity and ambition that has been universally protected as a World
   Heritage Site for all to marvel at. This summer we have seen just how
   much there is to be proud of in Great Britain so it is vital that we
   do not let places like Ironbridge Gorge deteriorate or slide out of
   sight.
   "Today I can announce that the Government is stepping in with a
   £12million keystone investment that will preserve Ironbridge Gorge's
   place in history as one of the world's great symbols and a site of
   outstanding beauty for generations to come, making certain it can
   continue to draw in visitors and bring money into the local economy."
   Notes to editors
   1. Communities and Local Government will pay a total of £2.2million
   during 2012-14 for the stabilisation of Ironbridge Gorge. The
   Government has made a commitment to provide a further fund of up to
   £9.8million in 2014-15 subject to approvals.
   2. In 1986, the Ironbridge Gorge became one of the first group of
   seven UK sites to be awarded World Heritage status by UNESCO. The
   designation of the Ironbridge Gorge as a World Heritage Site
   recognised the area's unique contribution to the birth of the
   Industrial Revolution in the 18th century, the impact of which was
   felt across the world. It was the achievements of pioneering
   industrialists including Abraham Darby, William Reynolds and John
   Wilkinson that led to the Ironbridge Gorge becoming by the close of
   the 18th century the most technologically advanced area in the world.
   3. The 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention was ratified by the UK in
   1984. The Convention provides for the identification, protection,
   conservation and presentation of cultural and natural sites of
   'outstanding universal value'.
   4. The UK currently has 28 World Heritage Sites.
   5 There are now nearly 800 World Heritage Sites worldwide and these
   are added to each year when the World Heritage Committee meets to
   consider new nominations.
   6. Once a site is inscribed on the World Heritage List, a
   responsibility is placed upon the community and country within which
   it is located to care for and protect the Site on behalf of the wider
   global community and future generations.
   Don Foster sees community spirit in action in Bristol
   Published
   4 October 2012
   Communities Minister Don Foster is in Bristol today seeing how the
   local community are stepping up and stepping in to take charge of
   treasured local facilities and provide vital services.
   Visiting the St Werburghs Centre, the Minister was given a glimpse of
   community spirit in action, meeting the local residents who rely on
   the centre on a daily basis for services as well as a meeting place
   that welcomes the whole community. The centre is home to over 180
   member groups and five tenant organisations who are working with the
   local community.
   The visit comes two weeks after the Community Right to Bid came into
   force, giving communities the opportunity to 'stop-the clock' on the
   sale of valuable local assets and amenities like post offices, village
   shops or community pubs, giving them time to put in a takeover bid of
   their own and protect it for the wider community's benefit.
   The new Right gives voluntary and community organisations and parish
   councils the opportunity to nominate an asset to be included on a list
   of 'assets of community value', pausing the sale of a successfully
   listed asset for six-months.
   Communities Minister Don Foster said:
   "Communities know their local areas best and that is why we are
   pushing power back to neighbourhoods.
   "The St Werburghs centre is a great example of community spirit in
   action and testament of the determination and appetite of the local
   community to improve the places where they live and shape their
   future.
   "The Community Right to Bid creates even more opportunities for people
   to step up and step in to save the facilities and buildings that are
   important to them, giving them the time to 'stop the clock' on sales
   so they have the time to get together a bid and ensure that prized
   local assets can live on, this time run by the local community for the
   local community"
   Locality, in partnership with The Social Investment Business and Local
   Government Association are helping to support communities to take
   control of their local area. The My Community Rights advice service:
   www.mycommunityrights.org.uk (external link) and online hub gives step
   by step advice, breaking down the legislation, with inspiration and
   ideas on using the new Community Right to Bid to make sure local
   amenities stay in the hands of those who care about them most.
   Steve Wyler, CEO, Locality said:
   "The Community Right to Bid presents incredible opportunities for
   communities to retain land and buildings for local people - owned and
   used by those who value them most. Locality believes in community
   independence and will play a vital role empowering organisations and
   individuals to take control of their area.
   "We are working with local authorities to create registers of 'assets
   of community value' and encourage people to get in touch through the
   advice service so that we can help them navigate the path to saving
   their local shop, the sports or community centre, green spaces "
   The visit coincides with the launch new advice for local councils to
   ensure they have all of the information they need to support local
   communities in their Right to Bid.
   Don Foster: New 'Community Shares' to boost local services
   Published
   5 October 2012
   Communities Minister Don Foster today launched a new Community Shares
   Unit to help local people claim a stake and become part owners of much
   loved local assets and services such as their community pub, football
   club or even in the generation of renewable energy.
   Community shares let local people to take a more active in role in
   their communities by giving members - as part-owners - a direct say in
   their success, encouraging them to play an active part in their
   future. Most investors buy shares to help achieve a social good,
   however if the enterprise is successful they may also benefit from
   dividend payments.
   Dividends can be paid in money, but also in kind, with cheaper energy,
   cut-price pints, and local, fairly-priced food as possible incentives.
   Backed by the Department for Communities and Local Government and run
   by Co-operatives UK and Locality - the country's largest network of
   community led organisations - the new Community Shares Unit will
   enable more local enterprises to use share offers as a way of raising
   finance - in particular risk capital - to purchase buildings or get
   new projects up and running.
   Speaking at the Community Development Finance Association annual
   conference, Don Foster said:
   "We are shifting control away from Whitehall, handing communities the
   powers they need to run their own affairs.
   "Across the country, communities are showing they have the ambition
   and determination to secure ownership of important local assets and
   get new projects off the ground.
   "We want to create the conditions in which social investment and
   community finance can flourish to make this happen. This new unit will
   give them the helping hand they need to take full advantage of the
   opportunity to do things their way, in the best interests of their
   area."
   The new unit aims to grow the community shares market with the
   ambition of launching over 200 share issues over the next three years.
   It will also offer guidance and advice to investors seeking to
   understand more about the market, and support community enterprises,
   with services such as checking offer documents.
   Ed Mayo, Secretary General of Co-operatives UK, said:
   "We're seeing more and more communities taking things into their own
   hands. They are investing co-operatively in local enterprises
   themselves, whether that's football or farming, retail or renewables."
   Hugh Rolo, Director of Innovation at Locality, added:
   "We are delighted that the Department for Communities and Local
   Government is supporting one of the fastest growing areas of social
   investment. Community shares generate the right kind of finance and
   act as a powerful lever to access other funding, allowing communities
   to develop fully sustainable enterprises."
   Notes to Editors
   1. Since 2009, 15,000 people have invested in over 100 community share
   issues, raising over £15million. To find out more on community shares
   and the new Unit visit www.communityshares.org.uk (external link).
   2. Over the last three years Co-operatives UK and Locality have
   undertaken a Government-funded research project examining the
   potential of community shares and bonds as a way to increase community
   empowerment and grow social enterprises and attract investment from
   non-government sources. It investigated how members of the public can
   invest in enterprises that serve a community purpose. Ten projects
   tested the idea, looking at barriers that could restrict their growth
   and how they can be overcome. These include community retail stores,
   renewable energy and a football club. The outcome of the action
   research project confirmed that community shares not only help
   communities access funding directly but are also a good lever for
   accessing complementary grant and loan funding. They provide a viable
   option to the undercapitalisation of the community sector. The
   Department are funding Co-operatives UK in association with Locality,
   over three years, to establish the Community Shares Unit. To find out
   more about locality please visit www.locality.org.uk (external link).
   To find out more about Co-operatives UK please visit www.uk.coop
   (external link).
   3. Community share offers are proving a lifeline for communities
   across the country. For example, Community enterprise organisation
   Bath and West Community Energy have, since 2010, raised funding to
   bring alternative sources of energy to their community, including the
   installation of solar, photovoltaic, hydro and wind technologies. With
   nearly 200 members, Bath and West Community Energy have raised
   £722,000 through a community share offer, exceeding their share
   target. This in turn has helped them to secure £1million loan finance
   to fund 12 of their projects.
   4. The Localism Act which was enacted on 15 November 2011 and is
   opening up opportunities for community groups, including social
   ventures, to bid to run local services and assets. A plain English
   guide to the Localism Act is available at:
   www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/localismplainenglishupdate.
   5. Last month The Community Right to Bid came into force so
   communities can 'stop-the clock' on the sale of valuable local assets
   and amenities such as post offices, village shops or community pubs,
   giving them time to put in a takeover bid of their own and protect it
   for the wider community's benefit.
   6. A Community Rights website has been launched to give people more
   information about the new powers and opportunities available to them.
   The website will continue to grow and expand as more of the Rights
   come into force. The site can be viewed here:
   www.communityrights.communities.gov.uk (external link).
   7. Practical help and guidance for those wishing to use the Community
   Right to Challenge is also available on the My Community Rights
   website. The site can be viewed here:
   www.mycommunityrights.org.uk/community-right-to-challenge (external
   link).
   Third year of Council tax freeze announced
   Published
   8 October 2012
   The Chancellor of the Exchequer has today announced new support for
   local authorities in England to help them freeze council tax for a
   further year and assist in keeping those bills down.
   The Government will set aside an extra £450 million to help freeze
   council tax bills in England. The support for local authorities means
   that taxpayers living in an average Band D home in England could save
   up to £72 on a five per cent rise in council tax.
   Over the last two years the Government has provided grants of around
   £2billion to help freeze council tax. A freeze in council tax in
   2013-14 would represent a real terms cut of around two per cent and a
   fall of nine per cent in real terms over the past three years.
   Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles said:
   "The Coalition Government's council tax freeze has cut council tax in
   real terms over the last two years. A third-year's freeze will mean
   the combined effect is potentially worth over £200 to Band D
   residents. Freezing bills again will really help hard working families
   and those on fixed incomes, such as pensioners with their cost of
   living."
   The £450million will be made available, through a new grant scheme, to
   local authorities who decide to freeze or reduce their council tax
   next year. If they do, councils, police and fire authorities will
   stand to receive £225million of funding in both financial years
   2013-14 and 2014-15, equivalent to raising their 2012-13 council tax
   by one per cent.
   In addition, in 2013-14 the Government will propose to lower the local
   authority tax referendum threshold to two per cent. This would mean if
   a local authority seeks to raise its relevant basic amount of council
   tax by more than two per cent, local people would have the right to
   keep council tax bills down through a binding referendum veto. The
   Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government will formally
   set out the detail on this in December.
   Notes for Editors
   1. A freeze in council tax this year will save families £72 compared
   to a five per cent rise, on top of the savings already made in 2011-12
   and 2012-13. A freeze in 2013-14 represents a real terms cut of around
   two per cent, compared to latest inflation forecasts.
   2. The Department for Communities and Local Government will shortly
   write to all English local authorities with full details of the
   scheme, including providing an indicative breakdown of estimated
   grants to help local authorities with budget planning.
   3. The detail on the tax referendum thresholds will be formally set
   out by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government
   alongside the provisional Local Government Finance Settlement in
   December. The House of Commons will be asked to endorse the threshold
   levels before councils set their annual budgets in the spring.
   4. The council tax freeze offer will apply separately to each billing
   and major precepting authority in England (rather than to each council
   tax bill issued). Billing authorities include shire districts,
   metropolitan districts, London Boroughs and unitary authorities and
   major precepting authorities include county councils, fire and rescue
   authorities, police authorities and the Greater London Authority.
   5. If an authority sets its basic amount of council tax (i.e. its Band
   D council tax) in 2013-14 at a level which is no more than its basic
   amount of council tax in 2012-13, it will receive a grant equivalent
   to a one per cent increase on the 2012-13 figure in both financial
   years 2013-14 and 2014-15. Police, Crime Commissioners and fire
   authorities will also receive a grant equivalent to one per cent of
   their 2012-13 basic amount of council tax.
   6. An unringfenced grant in support of the scheme will be paid to each
   eligible billing and major precepting authority based on the formula.
   Payments to authorities will be made through the grant-making powers
   in section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003.
   7. Local authorities who wish to reduce their council tax in absolute
   cash terms are still also eligible to receive the grant. Local
   authorities who choose to increase their council tax will not be
   eligible for the grant scheme.
   8. Since the Spending Review we have made available £1975million of
   funding to local authorities to freeze their council tax in 2011-12
   and again in 2012-13. In 2011-12 every local authority in England took
   up the scheme, and council tax in England was frozen. In 2012-13
   Government offered to help local authorities in England freeze their
   council tax again and 85 per cent of local authorities accepted. This
   limited increases in council tax across England to 0.3 per cent, the
   lowest increase since council tax was introduced.
   9. Average Band D council tax and percentage change between 1993-94
   and 2012-13 are shown below:
   Band D council tax
   £
   Percentage change
   1993-94
   568
   1994-95
   580
   2.1
   1995-96
   609
   5.0
   1996-97
   646
   6.1
   1997-98
   688
   6.5
   1998-99
   747
   8.6
   1999-00
   798
   6.8
   2000-01
   847
   6.1
   2001-02
   901
   6.4
   2002-03
   976
   8.2
   2003-04
   1102
   12.9
   2004-05
   1167
   5.9
   2005-06
   1214
   4.1
   2006-07
   1268
   4.5
   2007-08
   1321
   4.2
   2008-09
   1373
   3.9
   2009-10
   1414
   3.0
   2010-11
   1439
   1.8
   2011-12
   1439
   0.0
   2012-13
   1444
   0.3
   10. Devolved Administrations will receive £43million of Barnett
   consequentials in both 2013-14 and 2014-15.
   Eric Pickles: Troubled families programme on track
   Published
   8 October 2012
   Communities Secretary Eric Pickles has today announced that the
   Government's Troubled Families initiative is on track, with councils
   committed to start working with more than a third of families in the
   first year of a three-year programme.
   Huge enthusiasm has been shown for the scheme - with all 152
   upper-tier local authorities in England on board - and momentum is now
   building, with families beginning to be identified and worked with,
   staff appointed and services expanded in order to get children back
   into school, reduce youth crime and anti-social behaviour and put
   adults on a path back to work.
   Mr Pickles today confirmed that over 40,000 claims have been made for
   up-front 'attachment fees' worth over £100million as part of the
   groundbreaking payment-by-results programme. This means that - working
   with local authorities and other agencies - the Department for
   Communities and Local Government remains on schedule to meet the Prime
   Minister's pledge to turn around the lives of 120,000 troubled
   families by 2015.
   The Local Government Secretary said:
   "I'm delighted that this programme is progressing so quickly as it is
   crucial to turning around the lives of families that have been
   untouched by the State for a generation or more and turning around
   communities that are blighted by the problems these families cause.
   "Up-front 'attachment fees' allow local services to be expanded and
   transformed in order to provide the joined-up and challenging approach
   we know is needed with these families, so it is good news that the
   Government has already paid out over £100million to allow this work to
   begin.
   "However under our payment-by-results programme full payment will not
   be made unless and until our goals of reducing truancy, youth crime,
   anti-social behaviour and unemployment have been achieved, as well as
   reducing the costs these families cause to the taxpayer."
   Under the deal with local authorities, Government will pay councils up
   to £4,000 per eligible family if they reduce truancy, youth crime and
   anti-social behaviour or put parents back into work. The Government's
   £448million three-year budget is drawn from across seven departments
   in a bid to join up local services dealing with these families on the
   frontline.
   Notes to editors
   1. This Press Notice applies to England.
   2. Local authorities have committed to start work with 41,835 families
   across England by the end of this financial year, over a third of the
   120,000 the Prime Minister wants to see turned around by the end of
   this parliament.
   3. The Department for Communities and Local Government has paid out
   £111,577,600 in the first round of payment-by-results attachment fees,
   which will allow local authorities to move quickly to reorganise
   services and start working with families.
   4. Full details of the Troubled Families payment-by-results framework
   can be found here:
   www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/troubledfamiliesframework.
   5. As part of the framework all upper-tier authorities have agreed the
   number of families they will work with over the three years of the
   programme and in claiming attachment fees have now committed to the
   number they will begin work with in the current financial year. This
   represents a large increase in the scale of activity being undertaken
   and most of the work is expected to commence in the latter part of the
   year to allow for the necessary expansion of services.
   Eric Pickles: Greater freedom for local councils to prevent
   unauthorised traveller sites
   Published
   10 October 2012
   Councils would be given greater freedom to stop unauthorised traveller
   sites being set up and prevent long, drawn-out stalemates like Dale
   Farm, under proposals announced by Communities Secretary Eric Pickles.
   The proposals would allow councils greater freedom to choose when to
   use 'Temporary Stop Notices' in relation to caravans which are used as
   main residences and are in breach of planning control. This would be
   backed up with the potential for heavy fines.
   Temporary Stop Notices enable councils to take immediate action
   against unauthorised development without having to wait three days for
   a Stop Notice, or 28 for an Enforcement Notice to come into effect (by
   which time it becomes costly and much more difficult to enforce
   against).
   Under the current system councils are constrained as to when they can
   use these powers against caravans which are main residences. A small
   minority have sought to abuse the planning system, and the Government
   believes that this proposal will assist local councils in taking
   effective action. It is the Government's view that local councils are
   best placed to judge whether to use a Temporary Stop Notice in
   relation to caravans, and should not be constrained by blanket rules.
   Subject to the outcome of consultation, the proposals would remove
   restrictions on the use of Temporary Stop Notices and help councils to
   act immediately and safeguard their local area from the emergence of
   unauthorised sites.
   This would provide a strong deterrent, and any person guilty of this
   offence is liable to a fine of up to £20,000, which can be increased
   to an unlimited fine, on conviction on indictment in the Crown Court.
   Mark Prisk: Multi-million pound boost will help buyers onto the
   housing ladder
   Published
   11 October 2012
   First time buyers will from today benefit from a multi-million pound
   boost to help them onto the housing ladder said Housing Minister Mark
   Prisk.
   The Minister announced the first allocations from a £280million pot to
   help a further 16,500 first time buyers benefit from the FirstBuy
   scheme.
   Mr Prisk confirmed that £40million will go to 41 developers to help
   2,500 first-time buyers this year - and called on them to go further,
   and bid for a share of £240million to help deliver thousands more new
   homes under the scheme next year.
   Home ownership hope for thousands
   The hugely popular FirstBuy scheme reduces the amount of deposit
   first-time buyers have to find by offering an equity loan of up to 20
   per cent provided by the Government and developers.
   The Minister said that the extension of FirstBuy would provide help to
   thousands more first time buyers across the country, offering an
   alternative to the Bank of Mum and Dad.
   The scheme has already helped thousands of buyers across the country,
   with 3,000 sales made by March this year and developers reporting more
   than 8,000 FirstBuy reservations by the end of August.
   The £280million boost to FirstBuy forms part of the Housing and Growth
   Package announced by the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister in
   September, one of a range of measures designed to get Britain building
   and kickstart the economy.
   This package builds on the suite of options available for aspiring
   homeowners who want to get onto and up the housing ladder. This
   includes the NewBuy Guarantee and the reinvigorated Right to Buy,
   which will give thousands of council tenants the opportunity to buy
   their home.
   Mark Prisk said:
   "Firstbuy has already proved hugely successful, providing a practical
   alternative to the Bank of Mum and Dad for thousands of first-time
   buyers across the country.
   "The scheme has become a major player in helping people onto the
   property ladder and getting Britain building again - and I'm
   determined to maintain that momentum.
   "That's why today just a month after the Prime Minister confirmed this
   funding boost, I'm asking developers to start putting this money to
   good use - and giving them the chance to start planning for how they
   can help first-time buyers in the coming year."
   Homes and Communities Agency chief executive Pat Ritchie said:
   "We welcome the additional £280million of FirstBuy funding, which will
   make a major difference to the lives of prospective homebuyers and
   keep momentum for affordable home ownership going, not only for this
   financial year but for the year after.
   "We are pleased to be able to allocate some of the funding for this
   financial year, and anticipate a strong bid response to the remaining
   £240million, and we look forward to working with our developer
   partners to bring these homes forward."
   Notes to editors
   1. FirstBuy provides first time buyers with an equity loan of up to 20
   per cent of a new build property from a participating developer. The
   loan, which is jointly funded by Government and housebuilder, can
   reduce the deposit requirement to just 5 per cent.
   2. In Budget 2011 the Chancellor announced the FirstBuy scheme which
   will see Government and housebuilders providing £400million to help
   around 10,500 first time buyers purchase a home.
   3. The Homes and Communities Agency published official statistics on
   12 June that showed there had been 2,994 sales by the end of March
   2012 (sales starting in September 2011).
   4. On 6 September the Prime Minister announced a further £280million
   for the scheme.
   5. The Homes and Communities Agency has today announced initial
   allocations of £40million and published a prospectus inviting
   housebuilders to submit proposals for the remaining £240million.
   Eric Pickles: "World War I Heroes - battlefield tours mean children
   will remember them."
   Published
   11 October 2012
   The Government today announced a new flagship scheme to commemorate
   the 100th anniversary of World War I (WWI) and give thousands of
   schoolchildren the opportunity to visit the Great War battlefields.
   Pupils and teachers from every maintained secondary school in England
   will have the chance to go on a tour of the great battlefields - such
   as the Somme, Verdun and Fromelles - and take part in remembrance
   ceremonies on the western front.
   World War I is already compulsory for children aged 11 to 14. This
   project - part of the Centenary Education Programme - will allow
   pupils to learn at first hand about the sacrifices made by the troops
   and the personal stories of those involved in the war effort.
   Children who do not visit will also benefit when pupils and teachers
   who have taken part in the project pass on what they have learnt from
   their first-hand experience. This could involve establishing
   commemoration projects, like collecting photographs and uncovering
   local stories, in their schools and local communities.
   Prime Minister David Cameron made the announcement today as he set out
   the Government's plans to mark the centenary of the start of the First
   World War in 2014.
   Speaking at the Imperial War Museum, an institution founded in 1917 to
   record the then still-continuing conflict, Mr Cameron said that he
   wanted to build a truly national commemoration, worthy of this
   historic centenary.
   Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said:
   "Wilfred Owen described World War I as the 'winter of the world'. The
   sacrifices of our forefathers are our shared heritage and the
   centenary will be commemorated across the nation and around the globe.
   We will remember them. It is vital that we help educate the next
   generation about this important part of our history so that it is
   never forgotten and I am delighted that my Department is helping this
   to happen."
   Education Secretary Michael Gove said:
   "The men who gave their lives in the Great War will remain heroes
   forever. The last British Veteran has now died but their bravery and
   suffering must never be forgotten.
   "This project will ensure that never happens by leaving a lasting
   legacy of this hugely significant period of our nation's history and
   culture.
   "Children will learn, at first hand, about the sacrifices made by
   individuals and communities to secure our nation and protect our
   liberty. This tangible experience will reinforce what they have learnt
   in the classroom."
   Pat Barker, author of the Regeneration trilogy of novels and a member
   of the centenary project advisory panel, said:
   "I have found it an incredibly moving and enlightening experience,
   especially the monument at Thiepval in Flanders and seeing the names
   of men who have no graves. I am sure that all children who go on these
   tours will benefit hugely."
   Hew Strachan, Chichele Professor of the History of War at Oxford
   University, said:
   "As with the Olympics, so with the centenary of the Great War: the
   commemoration must bequeath to future generations a legacy that equips
   them with a deeper understanding of the war, its many meanings and its
   truly global significance."
   The project will cost £5.3m, from 2013 to 2019. Half the money is
   coming from the Department for Education and half from the Department
   for Communities and Local Government.
   A procurement process will be run to decide on a single tour operator
   before the visits start in spring 2014, running until spring 2019.
   As part of the Department for Education's £15m investment in cultural
   education following the Henley Review, we are working with cultural
   education organisations, including Arts Council England and English
   Heritage, to develop proposals for schools to mark the commemoration.
   Notes to editors
   1. A Cross Governmental Core Liaison Group was established in February
   to provide leadership, coordination and delivery on the Government's
   WW1 activities during 2014-2018. Andrew Murrison chairs the Group (the
   Department for Culture Media and Sport provides the secretariat and
   coordinating role), which comprises:
     * 
       Department for Communities and Local Government
     * 
       Department for Education
     * 
       Department for Culture Media and Sport
     * 
       Ministry of Defence
     * 
       Foreign and Commonwealth Office
     * 
       Imperial War Museum
     * 
       Heritage Lottery Fund
     * 
       Commonwealth War Graves Commission
     * 
       BBC
   2. An advisory panel of unremunerated senior figures headed by Dr
   Andrew Murrison, the Prime Minister's Special Representative for the
   centenary project is about to be appointed. The board's purpose will
   be to offer independent oversight of the UK's preparations for the
   centenary, a link with institutions beyond government and the
   encouragement of private giving to centenary related initiatives.
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