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                 The International Dairy Federation News Release
   IDF highlights cheese as a star dairy product
   For further information, please contact Marylène Tucci, IDF
   Commmunications and Public Affairs Assistant at IDF on + 32 2 706 86
   44.
   Brussels, 19 December 2005 – Cheese production is growing all around
   the world, and is at record levels in some EU countries. This is one
   of the positive facts to emerge from the Sixth edition of The World
   Market for Cheese, published by the International Dairy Federation.
   The report presents the latest trends and structural changes in total
   world cheese production, trade and consumption. 30 countries
   representing approximately 80 per cent of total world cheese
   production from cow's milk participated in the survey.
   “The main drivers of cheese consumption are the increasing population
   and incomes. A range of new cheese varieties also stimulates demand in
   the same way as expansion of cold storage facilities, improved product
   marketing and packaging. Moreover, the expansion of the ingredient
   market and the foodservice sector for cheese are also vital for a
   positive outlook of cheese consumption.” says H. Herlev Sørensen,
   compiler of the survey.
   As far as international cheese trade is concerned, world cheese trade
   increased by approximately 32 % from 1995 to 20041. Oceania accounted
   for the largest rise in world cheese market shares, up from 25% in
   1995 to 37% in 2004. Another remarkable growth comes from the new EU
   10, whose exports almost doubled from 1995 to 2003, reaching 172,000
   tonnes in 2003. As to US, they experienced a growth of almost 100%.
   According to the survey, the major suppliers of cheese to the world
   market in 2004 were Australia, New Zealand and Germany.
   Note to editors
   ===============
   The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source
   of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for
   discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre, created by and
   for the dairy sector. To find out more please visit www.fil-idf.org
   The new Bulletin of IDF n°402/2005 The World Market for Cheese
   1995-2004, Sixth Edition is a reference tool for those who need the
   facts on cheese (marketers, officials, policy makers.) It can be
   ordered in electronic form on the IDF Website at www.fil-idf.org
   1 Based on the available figures of the major, global, exporting
   countries.
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