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                Christmas Mass Times:
   Tuesday, 26th December Mass 12.30pm – All Altar Servers please
   St. Stephen, Martyr attend
   Bank Holiday The Church will open at 11a.m.
   (After 12.30pm Mass the Church will be closed for the rest of the
   day).
   Wednesday, 27th December Mass: - 12.30pm
   St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
   Thursday, 28th December Mass: 12.30pm
   The Holy Innocents
   Friday, 29th December Mass: 12.30pm
   St. Thomas Becket
   Saturday, 30th December Masses: 12.30pm
   6pm (Vigil)
   Confessions 11am -11.30am 5pm – 5.30am
   Sunday, 31st December Masses: 8.30am, 11.00am and 6.00pm
   The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
   (No Newsletter Today)
   Monday, 1st January Mass: 12.30pm
   Bank Holiday The Church will open at 11a.m.
   Solemnity of Mary, Holy (After Mass the Church will be closed
   Mother of God for the rest of the day).
   MASSES THEREAFTER AS USUAL
   Church of Our Lady of the Rosary
   
   Christmas Message
   2017
   
   211 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5QT – Tel: 020 7723 5101
   Dear Friends,
   There are in excess of 23 million references to Christmas on the World
   Wide Web. I am sure there is much repetition but the common threads
   are of remembrance, celebration and thanksgiving and these do not
   change.
   The reason we know this, is that at Christmas we celebrate the
   consoling truth that God did not fall in love at a distance but came
   among us in his Son, Jesus. You cannot save from a distance, you have
   to be there. In Jesus, God is here among us.
   At Christmas we celebrate the great truth that God is not wrapped in
   silence, but wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. In the
   baby Jesus, we have the crying baby who broke the silence of God
   forever.
   For us and for millions of people since the birth of Christ, we have a
   new way of not just understanding life but of living it. It is a truth
   of history that for twenty centuries untold numbers of people have
   been grasped by this child from Bethlehem, have been caught up in his
   message and have had their lives profoundly changed by him. We in
   Marylebone are numbered among them today and as we celebrate Christmas
   we can rejoice and celebrate the One who reveals the face of God to
   us.
   As we reflect on the past year let us not forget those people in parts
   of our world torn by war and violence. We remember all refugees and
   displaced people. We remember those in famine for whom Christmas Day
   will be yet another hungry day. We remember the sick and housebound
   that they may not be alone at this time. Since last Christmas some
   families in our Parish have lost loved ones. We remember them as their
   grief may be intensified at this family time of the year.
   Our Parish community continues to endeavour to give witness to the
   Christmas message today and throughout the year. To all groups,
   individuals and organisations who play a part in the life of our
   parish and work so hard throughout the year, I am most grateful.
   Grateful thanks for new volunteers –catechists for Children’s liturgy;
   an increase in the numbers of Eucharistic Ministers, Readers and Altar
   servers, to mention a few. For your commitment may I say a simple
   ‘thank you’ to all. I wish for you and your families this Christmas a
   peaceful, happy and holy time, and pray that in 2018 our Parish will
   continue to grow in the strength of Jesus Christ.
   Christmas Mass Times:
   Sunday, 10th December Masses as Usual –
   2nd Sunday of Advent Parish Christmas Carol Concert 7pm
   Sunday, 17th December Masses as usual – 8.30am, 11am &
   3rd Sunday of Advent 6pm
   Monday, 18th December Mass as usual – 12.30pm
   Tuesday, 19th December Mass as usual – 12.30pm,
   Wednesday, 20th December Mass as usual – 12.30pm
   Thursday, 21st December Mass as usual – 12.30pm
   Friday, 22nd December Mass as usual - 12.30pm
   Saturday, 23rd December Masses as usual – 12.30pm
   6pm(Vigil)
   Confessions 11.00am – 11.30am
   and 5.00pm – 5.30pm
   Sunday, 24th December
   4th Sunday of Advent Masses as usual – 8.30am, 11am
   Christmas Eve Vigil Mass of Christmas – 6.00pm
   Christmas Night Mass – 9.00pm
   There are no confessions today
   Monday, 25th December Masses 8.30am and 11.00am
   Christmas Day
   The Church will close after 11.00am Mass today
   Offerings on Christmas Day are your gifts to your
   Parish Priest
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