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   On several occasions this week, the freedom of expression through
   assembly and demonstration has been attacked all over Uganda, as the
   police has clamped down on civilians taking part in demonstrations
   against rising fuel and commodities prices. -Human Rights Network
   Uganda is gravely concerned about the unjustified and excessive use of
   violence, says its Chief Executive Mohammed Ndifuna, right.
   by HRH Oslo
   Demonstrations started on Monday when Kizza Besigye, leader of the
   opposition party Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) announced that he
   would walk from his home on the outskirts of Kampala to work, as a
   peaceful protest against the rising fuel prices. Soon, Besigye was met
   by the police. As he and his associates were forced off the road and
   took shelter in a ditch, the police filled it up with water before
   dragging him out and arresting him on charges of inciting violence. He
   was released the same day, and as the police turned its attention to
   demonstrations in other parts of town, Besigye continued his protest
   walk.
   To many Ugandans, the sudden and significant rise in prices not only
   of fuel, but also of essential commodities becomes particularly
   provoking when seen in relation to the government's spending -
   'reckless,' according to Besigye - be it on fighter jets from Russia
   for about 720 million USD, or on inauguring President Museveni for yet
   another presidential term at the cut price of close to 12 million USD,
   all to be spent in one day.
   Demonstrations soon spread to other parts of the country, from the
   southwestern town of Masaka to Gulu in the north, all reporting about
   excessive aggression and violence on the count of the police. In Gulu,
   where the demonstrators also protested the arrest of their local and
   hugely popular politician, President of the Democratic Party Norbert
   Mao, two people were killed and 20 injured yesterday. Following
   tireless protests, Mao was released late last night and escorted to
   his home. Other towns, including Mukono, Jinja, Buikwe, Masaka, Hoima
   and Mbarara, also saw people taking to the streets, with bonfires and
   barricades, and running battles between protesters and the police.
   Large amounts of teargas was used to disperse the demonstrators. In
   some places, including Kasangati, Jinja and parts of Kampala, teargas
   cannisters were fired into shops and homes, schools and hospitals,
   forcing out occupants, who were later clobbered or arrested.
   HURINET Uganda draws attention to indispensability for any democracy
   of allowing peaceful public protests. -The way the police reacts
   suggests that such demonstrations are illegal, that the participants
   are criminals, says Ndifuna -But such demonstrations are rather to be
   seen as a form of political participation that cannot be dispensed off
   without any justification. HURINET further refers to both the Ugandan
   Constitution and to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, both
   granting the right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.
   Read HURINET's full press release, right.
   In response to the demonstrations, Ugandan authorities have also
   banned any and all live broadcasts of the unfolding events. The BBC
   has also received a verbal instruction from the Uganda Communication
   Commission to the same effect.
   Yesterday morning, Besigye announced that he was marching again. And
   once again, the police answered with brute force. The police itself
   announced that some 220 suspected demonstrators had been arrested,
   among them sixMPs and top political party figures. At least 47 people
   injured in the demonstrations yesterday were admitted to Mulago
   hospital in Kampala, some with very severe injuries. Among them was a
   seven months' pregnant mother, shot in the belly, and Besigye himself,
   shot in his hand.
   Police deputy spokesperson Vincent Ssekate said residents who blocked
   traffic and hurled stones compelled them to use tear gas. Police
   spokesperson Judith Nabakooba said Kampala Metropolitan chief John
   Kato had been hospitalised after angry demonstrators clobbered him.
   Three other uniformed men, one of them a military officer, were
   reported injured.
   A recent report from Human Rights watch states that the Ugandan police
   uses torture extortion, and in some cases extra-judicial killings. The
   report; Violence instead of Vigilance, holds the Ugandan Police's
   rapid Response Unit particularly responsible. The report recommends,
   among other things, the need for Ugandan authorities to open an
   independent investigation into the unit's conduct and activities so as
   to hold this unit accountable. To date, no-one has done this.
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