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   INTRODUCTION
   The following observations have been prepared by UNIC, the Italian
   Tanners Association.
   UNIC is a private organisation totally financed by Italian tanning
   companies, has non profit making objectives, according to its statute,
   nor direct commercial interests to promote.
   Founded on 1946, UNIC officially represents the Italian tanning
   industry, that represents 66% of the European turnover, 20% of world
   total output and 25% of world total export.:
   - companies: 2.200
   - turnover of Italian tanning sector: € 6,2 billion
   - export: € 3,8 billion
   - employees: 30.000
   UNIC belongs to Confindustria (Confederation of Italian Industry), and
   also is a member of:
     * 
       COTANCE: Confederation of National Associations of Tanners and
       Dressers of the European Community
     * 
       ICT: International Council of Tanners, established in Northampton,
       UK
   Main activities
   Economic and Market analysis. Monitoring activities on the national
   and international markets; statistical analysis; researches and
   publications; market trends and forecasts; trade consultancy; lobbying
   activities enhancing the international free trade.
   International Relationships. International co-operation projects
   aiming to facilitate the meeting of demand and supply, thus supporting
   the export of finished products and the import of raw materials;
   international contract .
   Environment - Research and Development. Innovation and technological
   research for the whole industry (tanning and bordering sectors such as
   chemical, machinery, leather manufacturing); strategies for
   environmental management; audit; environmental balance.
   Education and Training. Training programs for the updating, the
   requalification and the development of working skills, directed to the
   whole industry employees (workers, technicians, managers, designers)
   and to the students of high schools, technical institutes, masters and
   post-graduate courses
   Promotion and Communication. Organisation of the Italian companies
   participation to fairs abroad (Hong Kong, Tokyo, Guangzhou, Seoul,
   Moscow) thus co-ordinating 800 companies; advertising campaigns.
   Collective Trademarks, Intellectual Property and Quality Management
   Code of Conduct. Union negotiations; quality guarantee for products;
   protection of workers rights; “360° degrees” valorisation of leather
   image; supporting transparency in competition.
   Preliminary consideration
   All the following observation have been made taking into consideration
   one main principle: the EPD for finished leather shall be developed as
   an useful tool for the promotion and development of the environmental
   excellence of tanneries on the market.
   In order to reach this goal, it is our duty to guarantee that every
   instrument and tool developed for the purpose is actually tailored for
   the needs of tanneries and can be easily applied on a product as
   particular as leather is.
   It has to be pointed out that the discussion and work on the
   realisation of a type II Environmental declaration for leather has
   started more than two years ago at a national level, co-ordinated by
   UNIC. In this respect, it has to be stressed one more time the
   relative importance of Italy in the international market scenario,
   representing 66% of the European turnover, 20% of world total output
   and 25% of world total export.
   Our organisation is acknowledged that one more project for the
   definition of product specific requirements has been carried out at a
   national level in Italy and is ready to be sent.
   Moreover, activities carried out at international level (CEN, ISO) by
   the competent working groups should be taken more in to consideration
   as propedeutic to the realisation of the proposed PCR, that in any
   case deals with general matters and therefore has to be subordinated
   to technical and sectoral specific norms.
   It would be very important to discuss in details with the
   organisations and persons that have prepared the current version of
   the PCR and amend it.
   Being the text of the PCR the current version PCR Leather dp 05 04 05,
   our organization cannot accept it.
   Details
   Paragraph 2: Product description
     a. 
       The description of product is too unspecific, it is unclear how a
       product can be defined as “finished leather”, without any link to
       origin and phases of the production process. Moreover, the text
       included in the paragraph is rather cryptic, in particular we do
       not understand the exact meaning of what follows: “Since the
       application of finished bovine leather in final consumer products
       varies substantially, no specific function has been defined for
       production of finished bovine leather”. We consider very important
       to precisely define the product, in particular in a PSR proposal.
     b. 
       The meaning of the second paragraph is not clear to us; in
       particular to what shall be referred the cited 5%? Often finished
       product quality has great influence on the environmental impact of
       the life cycle of the product itself: the PCR should take into
       account these differences.
     c. 
       It is unclear why it is required for the product to comply only
       with the listed Directives, while several others have been
       excluded (i.e 2003/36/CE European directive, 2003/53/CE European
       directive)
     d. 
       It is unclear why it has been included only the UNI 10826 norm,
       that defines quality standards only for Leather Goods and
       accessories, whilst all other norms, specifically created for
       other product destinations, have been omitted (e.g. UNI 9431:1989
       “Mobili imbottiti. Rivestimenti di pelle. Requisiti e metodi di
       prova.”, UNI 10594:1999, “Caratteristiche e requisiti dei cuoi
       destinati all’industria calzaturiera”, UNI 10740:1999 “Cuoio –
       Scamosciato per pulizia – Classificazione e requisiti”, UNI
       10826:2000 “Caratteristiche e requisiti dei cuoi destinati
       all’industria della pelletteria e degli accessori”, EN 13336:2004
       “Leather – Upholstery leather Characteristics – Guide for
       selection of leather for furniture”, UNI 10885:2000 “Pelle
       conciata al vegetale – Definizione, caratteristiche e requisiti”,
       UNI 10886:2000 “Caratteristiche e requisiti dei cuoi destinati
       alla manifattura di guanti”, UNI 11077:2004 “Cuoio -
       Caratteristiche e requisiti dei cuoi idonei al lavaggio domestico
       destinati all’industria calzaturiera”, UNI 11125:2004
       “Etichettatura di mobili con rivestimento di cuoio – Requisiti”,
       UNI 11129:2004 “Cuoio - Caratteristiche e requisiti dei cuoi per
       pellicceria”, UNI Sperimentale 3616:1955 “Broccame da scarpe”, CEN
       ISO/TS 17226:2003 “Leather – Chemical tests – Determination of
       formaldehyde content” , CEN ISO/TS 17234:2003 “Leather – Chemical
       tests – Determination of certain azo-colourants in dyed leathers”,
       CEN/TS 14494:2003 “Leather – Chemical tests – Determination of
       content of pentachlorophenol in leather”, CEN/TS 14495:2003
       Leather – Chemical tests – Determination of chromium VI content,
       CEN/TS 14906:2004 “Leather – Upholstery leather Characteristics –
       Guide for selection of leather for automotive”, EN ISO 14931:2004
       “Leather– Guide for selection of leather for apparel (excluding
       furs)”)
   Paragraph 3: List of Materials and substances
     a. 
       It is unclear why it has been included in this paragraph the
       possibility to report the use on renewable energy and recycled
       materials and what is the law to which the PSR refers.
   Paragraph 4: Functional Unit
     a. 
       The definition of functional unit is too unspecific, in particular
       no references to measurement methods (ISO 11646 or equivalent) are
       included.
   Paragraph 5: System Boundaries
     a. 
       The phase "agriculture" is included in the system boundaries, as
       reported in fig.1; in the list of the life-cycle phases reported
       in paragraph 5.4, agriculture is not included. This incoherence
       must be clarified. In any case, the boundary is not clear: when
       does the "agriculture" sub-system begins? Boundary between "other
       systems" and "agriculture" must be better specified.
     b. 
       Transports are said to be included. Anyway it is not clear which
       transports are included: for example, the transport from the
       factory where the leather processing is done to the location for
       distribution or final product realisation, must be included or
       not? It is not clearly specified.
     c. 
       In fig. 1 the production process of a tannery is divided only in
       Beam House, Tanning and Finishing. In the list included in
       paragraph 5.4, a part from a typing error (Chrome tanney) this
       division is repeated. This approach does not include important
       phases of the work done in a tannery (e.g. dyeing, trimming) that
       do influence the environmental impact of the process.
     d. 
       It should be better specified what does "additional trimming" mean
       and why this phase has been excluded.
     e. 
       The boundaries of the system are extended to the cradle
       (agriculture...) but are cut on the grave side (final product
       realisation is excluded). This is another relevant incoherence.
       The "product realisation" phase is excluded because "Since the
       application of finished bovine leather in final consumer products
       varies substantially, no specific functions has been defined for
       production of finished bovine leather" (sentence that in any case
       we still consider unclear), so, no specific data can be obtained.
       Using the same criteria, also agriculture, dairy farm and calf
       growing phases should be excluded, because the location in the
       world where these phases are conducted can change in time or for
       different production lots (even in the same lot there can be
       leathers from different origins), so, no specific data can be
       obtained. In fact, the PCR admits economic allocation criteria for
       bovine farming, i.e. generic data. In our opinion, it is
       reasonable excluding from the system boundaries the final product
       realisation and it is not useful nor correct including agriculture
       and farming phases: we can consider the following:
     * 
       since the PCR admits generic data for these life-cycle phases, the
       contribution of these phases to the LC environmental impacts of
       different products can be the same and will reduce in the EPD the
       evidence of the differences between the environmental impact of
       the "core phases" (slaughterhouse, storage, beam house, tanning,
       finishing) of the leather production of different products.
     * 
       It must be underlined that any choice on any product or process
       modification made by the organisation which propose the EPD and
       perform all (or part of) the "core phases" of the leather LC,
       cannot influence the impact of the agriculture and farming phases:
       the leather always come from the same agriculture and farming
       process for all leather products, irrespective from the final
       product they are prepared for and from characteristics of finished
       product (thickness, colour, etc.).
     * 
       It is also to be considered that it is not correct to attribute
       entirely the environmental impact of all phases carried out prior
       to the process carried out in tanneries to leather production. In
       fact the totality of bovine raw hides processed come from animals
       that have been slaughtered for human alimentation.
   Paragraph 10: Parameters to be declared in the EPD
     a. 
       We consider product rules defined and described in this chapter as
       not precise enough. In fact, as examples:
     * 
       It should be specified which non-renewable / renewable resources
       should be mentioned in the EPD.
     * 
       It should be specified which pollutant should be considered to
       express the potential environmental impact: for examples: which
       pollutants should be considered to determine the "human toxicity"?
     * 
       The EPD should include data on other parameters such as how many
       dangerous chemical substances are used (tons / year / functional
       unit) and how many water and air pollutants are present into the
       emissions (e.g. tons of COD per year / functional unit; tons of
       SOV per year / functional unit).
   Generally speaking, the PCR does not give precise rules to define
   which pollutants are relevant to the tannery process and must
   therefore be included in the inventory analysis and be declared in the
   EPD. Moreover, no rules have been defined to help organisations in
   preparing the EPD: how should be any air or water emission be
   determined? Very often, complicated situations can occur and the lack
   of enough clear calculation rules will oblige organisations wishing to
   prepare a EPD to ask strong and wide support from specialised
   consulting companies. This will be a strong constraint for all
   companies to prepare EPD. As regards data sources, we should say: "the
   following sources of generic data (or equivalent) can be used for the
   European market" and not "the following sources of generic data shall
   be used for the European market".
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